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$UWLƓFLDO�LQWHOOLJHQFH�WRGD\�VLWV�DW�WKH�FURVVURDGV�RI�JUDQG�
KRSHV�DQG�UDPSDQW�K\SH��2SWLPLVWV�SRLQW�WR�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�
LQYHVWPHQWV�ŋ�WHFK�JLDQWV�OLNH�0LFURVRIW��$PD]RQ��0HWD��DQG�
$OSKDEHW�SXPSLQJ�KXQGUHGV�RI�ELOOLRQV�RI�GROODUV�LQWR�$,�
LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�ŋ�DV�FDWDO\VWV�IRU�JURZWK�DQG�HIƓFLHQF\��,Q�WKH�
86��$,�GULYHQ�FDSLWDO�H[SHQGLWXUHV�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�TXDUWHU�RI�
WKLV�\HDU�DFFRXQWHG�IRU�QHDUO\�KDOI�RI�WKDW�TXDUWHUōV����*'3�
JDLQ��0F.LQVH\�IRUHFDVWV����WULOOLRQ�LQ�$,�LQYHVWPHQW�RYHU�WKH�
QH[W�ƓYH�\HDUV��IXHOOLQJ�QDUUDWLYHV�RI�WUDQVIRUPDWLYH�SRWHQWLDO� 
7KLV�ZDYH�RI�RSWLPLVP�KDV�DOVR�UHDFKHG�$XVWUDOLD��3ROLWLFDO�
OHDGHUV�ŋ�LQFOXGLQJ�7UHDVXUHU�-LP�&KDOPHUV�ŋ�QRWH�ŏ:H�VHH�
$,�DV�D�KXJH�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�$XVWUDOLD��LWōV�D�NH\�SDUW�RI�RXU�
SURGXFWLYLW\�DJHQGD��DQ�DEVROXWH�JDPH�FKDQJHUŐ��DOLJQLQJ�
ZLWK�3URGXFWLYLW\�&RPPLVVLRQ�SURMHFWLRQV�RI�$8�����ELOOLRQ�
LQ�JDLQV�RYHU�WKH�QH[W�GHFDGH�DQG�D�����SHUFHQWDJH‑SRLQW�
ERRVW�LQ�ODERXU�SURGXFWLYLW\��7KLV�PDUNV�D�VLJQLƓFDQW�VKLIW�
IURP�WKH�HDUOLHU�SULRULW\�RQ�VDIH��HWKLFDO�GHSOR\PHQW�WR�RQH�
RI�HFRQRPLF�RSSRUWXQLW\��
7KLV�VKLIW�H[WHQGV�EH\RQG�$XVWUDOLD��,Q�WKH�8QLWHG�.LQJGRP��
WKH�QHZ�/DERXU�JRYHUQPHQWōV�$,�2SSRUWXQLWLHV�$FWLRQ�
3ODQŋEDFNHG�E\�e�� ELOOLRQ�LQ�SULYDWH�VHFWRU�LQYHVWPHQWŋ
PDUNV�D�FOHDU�SLYRW�IURP�SUHYLRXV�VDIHW\�FHQWUHG�PHVVDJLQJ�
WR�RQH�HPSKDVLVLQJ�ŏRSSRUWXQLW\�DQG�JURZWK�Ő�+RZHYHU��
KLVWRU\�RIIHUV�D�FDXWLRQDU\�QRWHŋSURGXFWLYLW\�JDLQV�DUH�
UDUHO\�GLVWULEXWHG�HYHQO\��$�UHFHQW�1DWXUH�SDSHU��Bridging 
the Digital Divide��H[DPLQHG�GDWD�IURP����FRXQWULHV�RYHU�
���\HDUV�DQG�IRXQG�WKDW�ZKLOH�WHFKQRORJLFDO�LQQRYDWLRQ�FDQ�
HQKDQFH�FRQQHFWLYLW\�DQG�HIƓFLHQF\��LW�KDV�RIWHQ�H[DFHUEDWHG�
LQFRPH�LQHTXDOLW\��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�GHYHORSHG�HFRQRPLHV�
$QG�WKHQ�WKHUH�LV�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�ZKHWKHU�WKHVH�IRUHFDVW�
SURGXFWLYLW\�JDLQV�DUH�UHDOLVWLF��0DQ\�HFRQRPLVWV�XUJH�

FDXWLRQ��7RUVWHQ�6OºN��$SROORōV�FKLHI�HFRQRPLVW��ZDUQV�WKH�
$,�EXEEOH�PD\�ULYDO�WKH�����V�GRW‑FRP�ERRP��ZKLOH�1REHO�
ODXUHDWH�'DURQ�$FHPRJOX�HVWLPDWHV�$,�PD\�DXWRPDWH�RQO\�
���RI�MREV�DQG�FRQWULEXWH�DSSUR[LPDWHO\����WR�JOREDO�
*'3�WKLV�GHFDGH��D�QRQ�WULYLDO�EXW�PRGHVW�HIIHFW��DQG�
FHUWDLQO\�PXFK�OHVV�WKDQ�WKH�UHYROXWLRQDU\�FKDQJHV�VRPH�DUH�
SUHGLFWLQJ��(PLO\�0��%HQGHUōV The AI Con�DOVR�FKDOOHQJHV�
WHFKQR‑RSWLPLVP�E\�FKDUDFWHULVLQJ�PDQ\�$,�V\VWHPV�DV�
ŏVRSKLVWLFDWHG�LOOXVLRQVŐ�WKDW�PLPLF�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�ZLWKRXW�
JHQXLQH�FRPSUHKHQVLRQ��XQGHUSLQQHG�E\�LQYLVLEOH�ODERXU�
DQG�VWUXFWXUDO�LQHTXDOLW\��
$�PRUH�EDODQFHG�YLHZ�LV�JLYHQ�E\�1DUD\DQDQ�DQG�.DSRRU��
LQ�AI as Normal Technology��XUJH�XV�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�$,�DV�
DNLQ�WR�HOHFWULFLW\�RU�WKH�LQWHUQHWŋWUDQVIRUPDWLYH�EXW�JUDGXDO��
LQVWLWXWLRQDOO\�PHGLDWHGŋQRW�DV�D�VXGGHQ�UXSWXUH��WHPSHULQJ�
ERWK�XWRSLDQ�DQG�DSRFDO\SWLF�YLVLRQV��
7KLV�HYROYLQJ�GLVFRXUVH�RQ�$,ōV�LPSDFW�LV�DW�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKH�
XSFRPLQJ�5R\DO�6RFLHW\�RI�16:�)RUXP�'D\��ŏ$,��7KH�+RSH�
DQG�7KH�+\SH�Ő�7KH�HYHQWōV�VHVVLRQV��$,�LQ�&RPPXQLWLHV��$,�
IRU�+HDOWK��$,�DQG�WKH�/DZ��$,�LQ�3UDFWLFH��DQG�$,�5HVHDUFK��
	�)XWXUH�'LUHFWLRQV��RIIHU�D�WLPHO\�SODWIRUP�WR�H[SORUH�KRZ�
$,ōV�SURPLVH�LQWHUVHFWV�ZLWK�SURGXFWLYLW\��HTXLW\��JRYHUQDQFH��
DQG�VRFLHWDO�LPSDFW��
$W�LWV�FRUH��WKH�WHQVLRQ�UHPDLQV�EHWZHHQ�K\SH�ŋ�H[XEHUDQFH�
XQWHWKHUHG�IURP�HYLGHQFH��DQG�KRSH�ŋ�JURXQGHG�RSWLPLVP�
VKDSHG�E\�JRYHUQDQFH��HWKLFV��DQG�IDLUQHVV��
As we confront this new technology, a critical question 
emerges: Is AI truly different from previous trans-
formative technologies—like electricity or the internet — 
or is it simply another innovation riding waves of hype?
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OFFICIAL OPENING 

Her Excellency the Honourable 
Margaret Beazley 
AC KC
Governor of New South Wales

Her Excellency the 
Honourable Margaret 
Beazley AC KC is the 
39th Governor of New 
South Wales, 
commencing her 
ƂXG�[GCT�VGPWTG�QP���
/C[�������2TKQT�VQ�JGT�
appointment, Her 
Excellency enjoyed a 
long and distinguished 
law career spanning 43 

years, during which time she served as a 
role model for women in law at both the 
UVCVG�CPF�PCVKQPCN�NGXGN��#RRQKPVGF�
3WGGPoU�%QWPUGN�KP�������KP������UJG�YCU�
made a judge of the Federal Court of 
#WUVTCNKC��VJG�ƂTUV�YQOCP�VQ�UKV�
GZENWUKXGN[�KP�VJCV�%QWTV��+P�������UJG�
CEJKGXGF�VJG�FKUVKPEVKQP�QH�DGKPI�VJG�ƂTUV�
woman appointed to the New South 
Wales Court of Appeal and, 
UWDUGSWGPVN[��VJG�ƂTUV�YQOCP�VQ�DG�
CRRQKPVGF�CU�KVU�2TGUKFGPV��5JG�YCU�OCFG�
a Companion of the Order of Australia in 
VJG�#WUVTCNKC�&C[�*QPQWTU�.KUV�QP����
,CPWCT[������HQT�pGOKPGPV�UGTXKEG�VQ�VJG�
people of New South Wales, particularly 
through leadership roles in the judiciary, 
and as a mentor of young women 
NCY[GTUq��

Christina Slade 
FRSN FRSA 

Christina Slade as 
served as a senior 
academic and 
administrator in 
Australia, Europe, the 
75�CPF�/GZKEQ��5JG�YCU�
8KEG�%JCPEGNNQT�CPF�

Chief Executive of Bath Spa University, 
the Dean of Arts and Social Sciences at 
the City University London and 
Macquarie University’s Dean of 
*WOCPKVKGU��5JG�YCU�2TQHGUUQT�QH�/GFKC�
Theory with the University of Utrecht and 
KPVGTKO�4GEVQT�QH�%JCTNGU�5VWTV�7PKXGTUKV[��
2TQHGUUQT�5NCFG�UGTXGU�QP�VJG�7-�DCUGF�
Board of QS rankings and the National 
#TV�5EJQQN�KP�059��
While based in the UK she was Chair 
of University of Gibraltar’s Academic 
Board, Trustee and Chair of the Audit 
and Risk Committee of the Association 

of Commonwealth Universities, Trustee 
of The Royal High School Bath and 
the Holburne Museum, Director and 
Chair of the Education, Heritage and 
%WNVWTG�5GEVQT�6CDNG�YKVJ�VJG�+TCS�$TKVCKP�
$WUKPGUU�%QWPEKN��5JG�KU�NKHG�RCVTQP�QH�VJG�
5QEKGV[�QH�2JKNQUQRJ[�HQT�VJG�;QWPI���
%JTKUVKPC�JCU�C�2J&�KP�RJKNQUQRJ[�QH�
language and logic from The Australian 
National University, a Diploma of 
Education from the University of New 
'PINCPF�CPF�SWCNKƂECVKQPU�KP�5RCPKUJ��
(TGPEJ�CPF�#TCDKE��5JG�JCU�NGF�OCLQT�
European Union funded research grants, 
worked with policy in Westminster and 
$TWUUGNU�CPF�RWDNKUJGF�YKFGN[���
%JTKUVKPC�JCU�DGGP�2TGUKFGPV�QH�VJG�4Q[CN�
5QEKGV[�QH�059�UKPEG������

Victor Dominello
The Honourable 
Victor Dominello is a 
globally recognised 
leader in public sector 
transformation and 
a pioneer of secure, 
EKVK\GP�HQEWUGF�FKIKVCN�

KFGPVKV[��*KU�CEJKGXGOGPVU�GCTPGF�JKO�
C�RNCEG�QP�VJG�1MVC�+FGPVKV[����NKUV�
of global visionaries, with his image 
featured on the Nasdaq Tower in 
0GY�;QTMoU�6KOGU�5SWCTG��#U�059oU�
inaugural Minister for Customer Service 
CPF�&KIKVCN��JG�URGCTJGCFGF�YQTNF�
ƂTUV�KPKVKCVKXGU�KPENWFKPI�VJG�HWNN[�FKIKVCN�
driver’s licence, now adopted by over 
����QH�GNKIKDNG�EKVK\GPU�YKVJ�C�����
UCVKUHCEVKQP�TCVKPI��6JTQWIJ�5GTXKEG)GP��
VJG�CFXKUQT[�ƂTO�JG�EQ�HQWPFGF��8KEVQT�
advises the World Bank on national 
FKIKVCN�KFGPVKV[�CPF�XGTKƂCDNG�ETGFGPVKCNU�

KEYNOTE SESSION
CHAIR

Sally Cripps 
FRSN

Sally Cripps is an 
internationally 
recognized scholar and 
leader in Bayesian 
Machine Learning (ML) 
CPF�#TVKƂEKCN�
+PVGNNKIGPEG�
#+���5JG�KU�

Director of Technology at the Human 
6GEJPQNQI[�+PUVKVWVG�CPF�C�2TQHGUUQT�QH�
/CVJGOCVKEU�CPF�5VCVKUVKEU�CV�VJG�765��
Sally has held a number of leadership 
RQUKVKQPU�KP�/.�CPF�#+��5JG�YCU�EQ�

HQWPFGT�CPF�EQ�FKTGEVQT�QH�VJG�7PKXGTUKV[�
of Sydney’s Centre for Translation Data 
Science, she was founder and director of 
VJG�#4%�HWPFGF�EGPVTG��&CVC�#PCN[VKEU�
HQT�4GUQWTEGU�CPF�'PXKTQPOGPVU�
&#4'����
Most recently Sally was Research Director 
KP�%5+41oU�&CVC�����
Sally’s research focuses on the 
FGXGNQROGPV�QH�PGY�OGVJQFU�KP�#+�
VQ�CFFTGUU�INQDCN�EJCNNGPIGU��5JG�JCU�
applied these methods to a diverse range 
QH�ƂGNFU�KPENWFKPI�UQEKCN�FKUCFXCPVCIG��
OGPVCN�JGCNVJ��CPF�VJG�GPXKTQPOGPV���+P�
recognition of her research Sally was 
awarded an ARC Future Fellowship and a 
Rutherford Fellowship at the Alan Turing 
+PUVKVWVG�KP�VJG�7-��

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Pascal Van Hentenryck 
FAAAI

2CUECN�8CP�*GPVGPT[EM�
is the director of 
VJG�05(�#TVKƂEKCN�
+PVGNNKIGPEG�+PUVKVWVG�
for Advances in 
1RVKOK\CVKQP�
#+�126���
VJG�FKTGEVQT�QH�6GEJ�#+��

VJG�#TVKƂEKCN�+PVGNNKIGPEG�*WD��CPF�VJG�#��
4WUUGNN�%JCPFNGT�+++�%JCKT�CPF�2TQHGUUQT�
KP�+PFWUVTKCN�CPF�5[UVGOU�'PIKPGGTKPI�
CV�VJG�)GQTIKC�+PUVKVWVG�QH�6GEJPQNQI[��
He was a professor of computer science 
CV�$TQYP�7PKXGTUKV[�HQT�QXGT����[GCTU�
and led the optimisation research 
ITQWR�CV�VJG�0CVKQPCN�+%6�4GUGCTEJ�KP�
#WUVTCNKC���*KU�EWTTGPV�TGUGCTEJ�HQEWUGU�
QP�#+�HQT�'PIKPGGTKPI�YKVJ�CRRNKECVKQPU�
in energy systems, supply chains and 
manufacturing, health care, corporate 
U[UVGOU��CPF�OQDKNKV[���8CP�*GPVGPT[EM�
is a pioneer of constraint programming, 
and he designed several innovative 
optimization systems that have been in 
EQOOGTEKCN�WUG�HQT�QXGT����[GCTU��*G�KU�C�
(GNNQY�QH�###+�CPF�+0(14/5�
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CHAIR

Rosalind Croucher 
AM FRSN FAAL

Rosalind 
Croucher 
AM FSRN 
FAAL has 
QXGT����
years’ 
experience 

in the legal academy and 
IQXGTPOGPV�TQNGU��#HVGT�
serving as Dean of two 
Australian law schools, she led 
two federal government 
agencies, the Australian Law 
Reform Commission and the 
Australian Human Rights 
%QOOKUUKQP��+P�������UJG�YCU�
made a Foundation Fellow of 
the Australian Academy of 
.CY�CPF�KP������UJG�YCU�
awarded the Australian 
Women Lawyers’ award for 
her ‘outstanding contribution 
to the legal profession’ role in 
supporting and advancing 
women in the legal 
RTQHGUUKQP��+P�������UJG�YCU�
made a Member of the Order 
of Australia (AM) for 
nUKIPKƂECPV�UGTXKEG�VQ�VJG�NCY�
as an academic, to legal 
reform and education, to 
professional development, 
CPF�VQ�VJG�CTVU�o�+P������CPF�
�����TGURGEVKXGN[��UJG�YCU�
awarded honorary LLDs by 
UNSW and Macquarie 
7PKXGTUKV[��+P�,WPG������
Rosalind was appointed to 
NGCF�VJG�059�+PHQTOCVKQP�
CPF�2TKXCE[�%QOOKUUKQP�CU�
+PHQTOCVKQP�%QOOKUUKQPGT�
CPF�%'1�

PANELLIST

$QQDEHOOH�%HQQHWW�
AC SC FAA FAAL

The 
Honourable 
Dr Annabelle 
Bennett AC 
SC FAA 
FAAL was a 
Judge of the 

Federal Court of Australia, an 
additional Judge of the ACT 
5WRTGOG�%QWTV��2TGUKFGPV�QH�
the Copyright Tribunal and 
&GRWV[�2TGUKFGPV�QH�VJG�
Administrative Appeals 
6TKDWPCN� �5JG�KU�EWTTGPVN[�CP�
Arbitrator of the Court of 
Arbitration for Sport, Chair, 
4GGH������#FXKUQT[�
Committee, Chair, Gardior 
2V[�.KOKVGF 
6TWUVGG�QH�VJG�
+PHTCUVTWEVWTG�(WPF�� CPF�
Board Member including the 
)CTXCP�+PUVKVWVG��%QOOWPKV[�
Migrant Resource Centre, and 
+PFGRGPFGPV�2CTNKCOGPVCT[�
'ZRGPUGU�#WVJQTKV[� �#NUQ��
OGODGT�CPF�RCUV�2TGUKFGPV�
QH�%JKGH�'ZGEWVKXG�9QOGP� �
2TGXKQWU�TQNGU�KPENWFG�
Chancellor, Bond University 
and Chair, ANSTO Board; 
Commissioner, NSW Law 
Reform Commission and 
Royal Commissioner into 
National Natural Disaster 
#TTCPIGOGPVU� �5JG�KU�C�
Fellow of the Australian 
Academy of Science and the 
#WUVTCNKCP�#ECFGO[�QH�.CY�

PANELLIST

Melissa Perry
FAAL 

Justice 
/GNKUUC�2GTT[�
FAAL was 
appointed to 
the Federal 
Court of 
Australia in 

�����CPF�UGTXGU�CU�VJG�
&GRWV[�2TGUKFGPV�QH�VJG�
Defence Force Discipline 
#RRGCN�6TKDWPCN��*GT�*QPQWT�
graduated in Law from 
#FGNCKFG�7PKXGTUKV[�YKVJ�ƂTUV�
ENCUU�JQPQWTU��*GT�2J&�KP�
public international law from 
the University of Cambridge 
YCU�CYCTFGF�VJG�;QTMG�2TK\G��
She practiced at the Bar in 
#WUVTCNKC�HTQO������VQ�������
being appointed Queen’s 
%QWPUGN�KP������CPF�YCU�
admitted to the Bar of 
'PINCPF�CPF�9CNGU��,WUVKEG�
2GTT[�UGTXGU�YKVJ�4##(�.GICN�
Specialist Reserves holding 
the rank of Air Commodore 
and was appointed Deputy 
Judge Advocate General–Air 
(QTEG�KP�������#OQPI�QVJGT�
roles, her Honour is a 
Foundation Fellow and former 
director of the Australian 
Academy of Law, and a 
member of the advisory 
boards for the Centre for 
+PVGTPCVKQPCN�CPF�2WDNKE�.CY�
(ANU), and the Gilbert + 
6QDKP�%GPVTG�QH�2WDNKE�.CY� 
CV�7059�
�

PANELLIST

/\ULD�%HQQHWW�0RVHV
FRSN FASSA FAAL FASSA

Lyria Bennett 
Moses is a 
2TQHGUUQT�
and Head of 
the School of 
Law, Society, 
and 

Criminology in the Faculty of 
Law and Justice at UNSW 
5[FPG[��.[TKCoU�TGUGCTEJ�
explores issues around the 
relationship between 
technology and law, including 
VJG�V[RGU�QƃGICN�KUUWGU�VJCV�
arise as technology changes, 
how these issues are 
addressed in Australia and 
other jurisdictions, and the 
problems of treating 
pVGEJPQNQI[q�CU�CP�QDLGEV�QH�
TGIWNCVKQP��4GEGPVN[��UJG�JCU�
been working on legal and 
policy issues associated 
YKVJVJG�WUG�QH�CTVKƂEKCN�
intelligence and the 
appropriate legal framework 
HQT�GPJCPEKPI�E[DGT�UGEWTKV[�
Lyria is a member of the 
editorial boards for 
Technology and Regulation; 
Law, Technology and 
Humans, the Journal of 
%TQUU�&KUEKRNKPCT[�4GUGCTEJ�KP�
Computational Law, and Law 
KP�%QPVGZV��5JG�KU�C�(GNNQY�QH�
the Academy of the Social 
Sciences in Australia, the 
Australian Academy of Law, 
and the Royal Society of 
059��
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AI

The Forum is held under the auspices of Her Excellency the Honourable Margaret 
Beazley AC KC, Governor of New South Wales. The Royal Society of New South Wales 
DFNQRZOHGJHV�WKH�JHQHURXV�VXSSRUW�RI�+HU�([FHOOHQF\�DQG�WKH�2IƓFH�RI�WKH�16:� 
Chief Scientist and Engineer.

THE HOPE AND THE HYPE

CHAIR

Sally Cripps 
FRSN

Sally Cripps 
FRSN is an 
KPVGT�
nationally 
recognised 
scholar and 
leader in 

bayesian Machine Learning 

/.��CPF�#TVKƂEKCN�+PVGNNKIGPEG�

#+���5JG�KU�&KTGEVQT�QH�
Technology at the Human 
6GEJPQNQI[�+PUVKVWVG�CPF�C�
2TQHGUUQT�QH�/CVJGOCVKEU�CPF�
5VCVKUVKEU�CV�VJG�765��5CNN[�JCU�
held a number of leadership 
RQUKVKQPU�KP�/.�CPF�#+��5JG�
YCU�EQ�HQWPFGT�CPF�EQ�
director of the University of 
Sydney’s Centre for 
Translation Data Science, she 
was founder and director of 
VJG�#4%�HWPFGF�EGPVTG��&CVC�
Analytics for Resources and 
'PXKTQPOGPVU�
&#4'����/QUV�
recently Sally was Research 
&KTGEVQT�KP�%5+41oU�&CVC�����
Sally’s research focuses on the 
development of new methods 
KP�#+�VQ�CFFTGUU�INQDCN�
EJCNNGPIGU��5JG�JCU�CRRNKGF�
these methods to a diverse 
TCPIG�QH�ƂGNFU�KPENWFKPI�UQEKCN�
disadvantage, mental health, 
CPF�VJG�GPXKTQPOGPV���+P�
recognition of her research 
Sally was awarded an ARC 
Future Fellowship and a 
Rutherford Fellowship at  
VJG�#NCP�6WTKPI�+PUVKVWVG�KP�
VJG�7-�

PANELLIST

-LOO�%HQQHWW�
Jill Bennett is 
Scientia 
2TQHGUUQT�
and 
Australian 
Research 
Council 

Laureate Fellow at UNSW 
where she directs the Big 
Anxiety Research Centre 

$#4%���5JG�JCU�C�DCEMITQWPF�
in creative media, trauma and 
RU[EJQUQEKCN�UVWFKGU��*GT�
work focuses on the 
development of Virtual Reality 
=84?��#+�CPF�QVJGT�OGFKC�VQQNU�
for community mental health 
CPF�YGNNDGKPI��5JG�KU�
currently working with remote 
and regional Aboriginal 
EQOOWPKVKGU�QP�EQ�FGUKIP�QH�
VR for Transforming Trauma 

HWPFGF�D[�/4((��
She also leads a research 
RTQITCO�FGXGNQRKPI�#+�
companions with the skills to 
provide psychosocial support, 
working with diverse users 
including older people and 
RGQRNG�NKXKPI�YKVJ�FGOGPVKC��
Her team has pioneered the 
WUG�QH�pNKXGF GZRGTKGPEGq�
FCVC�VQ�FTKXG�#+�OQFWNGU��
enhancing the capacity and 
UCHGV[�QH�#+�EQORCPKQPU�� 
6JG�pUMKNNGF�#+�EQORCPKQPUq�
are currently being trialled in 
CIGF�ECTG��

PANELLIST

Stephen Hardy
Stephen 
*CTF[�JCU����
years of 
experience 
building and 
FGRNQ[KPI�#+�
and machine 

learning systems across 
ƂPCPEKCN�UGTXKEGU��
government, retail, and 
EQPUWOGT�GNGEVTQPKEU�UGEVQTU​��
*G�KU�EQ�KPXGPVQT�QH����75�
RCVGPVU�CPF�CWVJQT�QH���
�
RWDNKECVKQPU​��

PANELLIST

Dan Hart 
Dan Hart 
works on the 
practical 
application 
QH�#+��YKVJ�C�
focus on 
systems that 

are deployed at scale and 
WUGF�KP�FCKN[�QRGTCVKQPU��*KU�
YQTM�URCPU�EQPXGTUCVKQPCN�#+��
search, and personalised 
learning, with an emphasis on 
measurable outcomes and 
UCHG�WUG��*G�DTKFIGU�VGEJPKECN�
implementation with 
organisational needs, helping 
VGCOU�CFQRV�#+�GHHGEVKXGN[�
CPF�UCHGN[��

PANELLIST

Jacky Hodges 	
GAICD

Jacky 
Hodges 
)#+%&�KU�VJG�
Chief Data 
1HƂEGT�CPF�
EQ�%JKGH�
#+�1HƂEGT�

at the NSW Department 
of Education, leading the 
Data and Analytics pillar of 
the Centre for Education 
Statistics and Evaluation 

%'5'��FKTGEVQTCVG��5JG�CNUQ�
serves on ACARA’s Reference 
and Advisory Group for 
National Assessment, Data, 
Analysis and Reporting 
and Centre for Educational 
Measurement and 
Assessment (CEMA) Advisory 
%QOOKVVGG�� 2TKQT�VQ�VJG�
Department, Jacky spent over 
a decade at the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics, where 
she held various leadership 
roles including Chief Risk 
and Chief Audit Executive 
1HƂEGT��)GPGTCN�/CPCIGT�
for Enterprise Strategy 
& Communications, and 
)GPGTCN�/CPCIGT�HQT�+PFWUVT[�
Statistics, and Statistical 
$WUKPGUU�6TCPUHQTOCVKQP��
She also worked closely with 
various State and Territory 
)QXGTPOGPVU�KP�JGT�QHƂEKCN�
roles of WA and Tasmanian 
5VCVKUVKEKCP��'SWKRRGF�YKVJ�
studies in organisational 
behaviour, strategic human 
resource management, 
C�)TCFWCVG�%GTVKƂECVG�KP�
Statistics, and a Bachelor 
of Applied Science, she 
possesses a diverse and 
WPKSWG�TCPIG�QH�GZRGTVKUG�

PANEL SESSION 2
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CHAIR

Michael Blumenstein
FRSN FACS 

Michael 
Blumenstein 
is currently a 
2TQHGUUQT�
CPF�VJG�2TQ�
Vice 
Chancellor 

(Business Creation and Major 
Facilities) at the University of 
6GEJPQNQI[�5[FPG[��1XGT�VYQ�
decades, Michael has 
successfully led the growth of 
EWVVKPI�GFIG�TGUGCTEJ�CV�
universities, particularly in 
collaboration with industry 
and focusing on translational 
QWVEQOGU��
Michael is a nationally 
and internationally 
recognised expert in 
the areas of automated 
pattern recognition and 
TTVKƂEKCNK+PVGNNKIGPEG��*G�KU�
passionate about developing 
technology that has a positive 
effect on society, focusing 
QP�#+�HQT�IQQF��/KEJCGN�JCU�
published his work widely, 
RCTVKEWNCTN[�#+�CRRNKECVKQPU�
YKVJ�OWNVK�FKUEKRNKPCT[�VGCOU�
HQT�UQNXKPI�INQDCN�RTQDNGOU��
Among the many projects 
he has led in collaboration 
with industry, Michael’s team 
FGXGNQRGF�VJG�CYCTF�YKPPKPI�
5JCTM5RQVVGT�t�C�YQTNF�ƂTUV�
#+�DCUGF�VGEJPQNQI[�HQT�
detecting sharks in the ocean 
from uncrewed aerial vehicles 
(UAVs) to enhance beach 
UCHGV[�CPF�HQT�UCXKPI�NKXGU��
Michael is a Fellow of the 
Australian Computer Society 
and a Fellow of the Royal 
5QEKGV[�QH�059��

PANELLIST

Sean Baldwin 
Sean Baldwin 
is Deputy 
Chief 
Medical 
+PHQTOCVKQP�
1HƂEGT�HQT�
Northern 

Sydney Local Health District 
(NSLHD), and an Emergency 
Specialist at Royal North 
Shore Hospital and Bowral 
CPF�&KUVTKEV�*QURKVCNU��9KVJ�C�
RTKQT�ƂXG�[GCT�ECTGGT�KP�+6�CPF�
a Bachelor of Science in 
+PHQTOCVKQP�6GEJPQNQI[��JG�
brings a unique blend of 
clinical expertise and digital 
KPPQXCVKQP�VQ�JGCNVJECTG��&T�
Baldwin leads key digital 
health initiatives including the 
Decision Support Specialty 
Content Group for the Single 
&KIKVCN�2CVKGPV�4GEQTF��VJG�#+�
%QOOWPKV[�QH�2TCEVKEG��CPF�
UKVU�QP�VJG�#+�IQXGTPCPEG�
EQOOKVVGG��*G�CNUQ�UKVU�QP�
many application advisory 
groups for the current 
GNGEVTQPKE�OGFKECN�TGEQTF��*G�
is combining quality 
improvement in digital health 
with clinical research by 
running a procedural sedation 
project in NSLHD, and is 
passionate about getting rid 
of fax machines that run the 
JGCNVJECTG�U[UVGO��+P�JKU�
spare time, he is usually being 
climbed on by his two little 
IKTNU��

PANELLIST

Simon Carlile
Simon Carlile 
is a senior 
executive, 
strategist, 
entrepreneur 
and 
researcher 

with a depth of experience as 
8KEG�2TGUKFGPV�HQT�4GUGCTEJ�
(Starkey Hearing 
Technologies), Chief 
+PHQTOCVKQP�1HƂEGT�
7PKXGTUKV[�
of Sydney), CTO and CEO of 
two startup companies and 
2TQHGUUQT�QH�0GWTQUEKGPEG�
(Faculty of Medicine, 
7PKXGTUKV[�QH�5[FPG[���
Focused on translating 
cutting edge technology for 
delivering on human needs 
and building innovative and 
UWUVCKPCDNG�UQNWVKQPU��0QY�
working with Google 
Research (Australia) and best 
in class research colleagues in 
VJG�5[FPG[�$CUKP�CPF�DG[QPF��

PANELLIST

5LFKDUG�7DJJDUW�
Richard  
Taggart is 
C��VTCPU�
formative 
digital health 
leader with 
QXGT����[GCTU�

QH�+%6�GZRGTKGPEG��EQODKPKPI�
a clinical background in 
pharmacy with a proven 
track record across both 
public and private healthcare 
QTICPKUCVKQPU��4KEJCTF�UVCTVGF�
JKU�TQNG�QP����,CPWCT[�������
He was previously National 
Director of Digital Health 
CV�%CNXCT[�*GCNVJ�%CTG��
He has also served as the 
%JKGH�+PHQTOCVKQP�1HƂEGT�HQT�
Sydney Local Health District 

�����s��������NGCFKPI�VJG�
&KIKVCN�*GCNVJ�CPF�+PPQXCVKQP�
team and overseeing major 
initiatives including the NSW 
Health Vaccination Centre 
U[UVGOU�CPF�VJG�42#�8KTVWCN�
*QURKVCN�

PANELLIST

Amandeep Hansra
FRACGP FACHI ACCAM 

Dr 
Amandeep 
Hansra is a 
leader in 
digital health 
and 
innovation in 

#WUVTCNKC��5JG�KU�C�IGPGTCN�
RTCEVKVKQPGT�YKVJ����[GCTUo�
clinical experience, but is also 
known for her work as a 
digital health consultant, 
GPVTGRTGPGWT�CPF�KPXGUVQT��
She has been a Digital Health 
Adviser with the Australian 
&KIKVCN�*GCNVJ�#IGPE[�HQT�ƂXG�
[GCTU�CPF�KP�,WN[������
became the Agency’s Chief 
%NKPKECN�#FXKUGT�
/GFKEKPG��
Amandeep was the CEO 
and Medical Director of 
Telstra’s telemedicine 
business ReadyCare, a joint 
venture between Telstra 
and Medgate, (Switzerland’s 
leading telemedicine 
RTQXKFGT���5JG�CNUQ�UGTXGF�CU�
VJG�%JKGH�/GFKECN�1HƂEGT�HQT�
Telstra Health and separately 
was involved in setting up 
a telemedicine business in 
VJG�2JKNKRRKPGU��#OCPFGGR�
YCU�VJG�KPCWIWTCN�2TQITCO�
Director for the Australian 
%NKPKECN�'PVTGRTGPGWT�2TQITCO�

#75%'2���5JG�JCU�JGNF�UGPKQT�
leadership roles at Medibank, 
nib and the Department of 
*QOG�#HHCKTU�

PANEL SESSION 3
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CHAIR

Mary-Anne Williams
FTSE FACS FAAAI

/CT[�#PPG�
Williams is 
Chair of the 
Australian 
Academy of 
6GEJ�
nological 

Sciences and Engineering 
(ATSE) Digital Futures Forum 
and a research leader in 
CTVKƂEKCN�KPVGNNKIGPEG��JWOCP�
#+�EQNNCDQTCVKQP�CPF�
innovation, with a career 
spanning leading universities, 
government advisory, and 
INQDCN�KPFWUVT[�RCTVPGTUJKRU��
5JG�KU�VJG�/KEJCGN�,��%TQWEJ�
%JCKT�HQT�+PPQXCVKQP�CV�VJG�
University of New South 
Wales, where she founded 
and directs the UNSW 
$WUKPGUU�#+�.CD��2TGXKQWUN[��
she established the Magic 
.CD�CV�765��VTCPUNCVKPI�#+�
TGUGCTEJ�KPVQ�TGCN�YQTNF�
solutions and leading her 
Social Robotics research team 
to win the RoboCup World 
Championship and the 
*WOCP�4QDQV�+PVGTHCEG�
#YCTF� �
/CT[�#PPG�KU�C�(GNNQY�CV�
Stanford University and a 
Fellow of the Association for 
VJG�#FXCPEGOGPV�QH�#TVKƂEKCN�
+PVGNNKIGPEG�
###+���VJG�RGCM�
KPVGTPCVKQPCN�#+�DQF[��5JG�
has delivered hundreds of 
keynote addresses, including 
CV�VJG�7PKVGF�0CVKQPU�#+�
5WOOKV�CPF�VJG�#%/�+'''�
+PVGTPCVKQPCN�%QPHGTGPEG�QP�
*WOCPs4QDQV�+PVGTCEVKQP��
and advised leading 
organisations worldwide on 
#+�UVTCVGI[�CPF�KPPQXCVKQP��
Her work has earned her the 
#WUVTCNCUKCP�#+�&KUVKPIWKUJGF�
Research Contribution Award, 
Google Faculty Machine 
.GCTPKPI�#YCTFU��CPF�CP�+$/�
(CEWNV[�#YCTF��

PANELLIST

Ros Harvey  
Ros Harvey  
is a 
technologist, 
innovator 
and serial 
GPVTG�
RTGPGWT���+P�

������UJG�HQWPFGF�6JG�;KGNF�
t�CP�GCTN[�KPPQXCVQT�WUKPI�#+�
VQ�KORTQXG�RTQƂVCDKNKV[�CPF�
UWUVCKPCDKNKV[�KP�CITKEWNVWTG��
6JG�;KGNF�YCU�CESWKTGF�D[�
;COCJC�#ITKEWNVWTG�KP�������
with Ros serving as a Special 
#FXKUQT�VQ�VJKU�DWUKPGUU��
4QU�CNUQ�EQ�HQWPFGF�VJG�
(QQF�#IKNKV[�%Q�1RGTCVKXG�
4GUGCTEJ�%GPVTG��+P������UJG�
was award the Cooperative 
Research Australia Life Time 
Achievement Award for 
%QPVTKDWVKQP�VQ�+PFWUVT[�
4GUGCTEJ�%QNNCDQTCVKQP��+P�
������UJG�YCU�TGEQIPKUGF�
as Australia’s Emerging 
Female Technology Leader 
by Women’s Agenda and as 
one of the Australian Financial 
4GXKGYU�����/QUV�+PƃWGPVKCN�
9QOGP��
4QU�KU�CNUQ�2TGUKFGPV�QH�
Australia’s leading national 
environmental organisation, 
the Australian Conservation 
(QWPFCVKQP�
#%(��
Ros has held senior 
leadership roles across the 
public, private, research 
and international sectors, 
including with the United 
0CVKQPU��5JG�JCU�JGNF�UGPKQT�
leadership roles across the 
public, private, research 
and international sectors, 
including with the United 
0CVKQPU��

PANELLIST

Dan Jermyn  
'DQ�-HUP\Q�
LV�DQ�
H[SHULHQFHG�
OHDGHU�
LQ�ERWK�
WHFKQRORJ\�
DQG�

DQDO\WLFV��ZLWK�DQ�HVWDEOLVKHG�
UHFRUG�RI�EXLOGLQJ�DZDUG�
ZLQQLQJ��JOREDO�WHDPV�
LQ�GLJLWDO��ELJ�GDWD�DQG�
FXVWRPHU�GHFLVLRQLQJ��'DQ�
MRLQHG�WKH�&RPPRQZHDOWK�
%DQN�RI�$XVWUDOLD�LQ�������
ZKHUH�KH�KDV�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�
IRU�HQVXULQJ�WKH\�KDUQHVV�
VSHFLDOLVPV�LQ�$,��GDWD�
VFLHQFH��H[SHULPHQWDWLRQ��
DQG�EHKDYLRXUDO�HFRQRPLFV�
WR�GULYH�GHFLVLRQV�WKDW�
KHOS�LPSURYH�WKH�ƓQDQFLDO�
ZHOOEHLQJ�RI�&%$ōV�FXVWRPHUV�
DQG�FRPPXQLWLHV�
After gaining master’s 
degrees from both Oxford 
University and Cardiff 
7PKXGTUKV[��&CP�ƂTUV�RNKGF�JKU�
trade as a strategy consultant 
and then Head of Analytics 
for an agency in the UK, 
where he led engagements 
with a host of major 
corporate and governmental 
QTICPKUCVKQPU��*G�HQNNQYGF�
VJKU�WR�D[�EQ�HQWPFKPI�C�
successful digital technology 
UVCTV�WR��&CP�LQKPGF�%$#�
from the Royal Bank of 
Scotland, where he held 
various roles including Head 
of Digital Analytics and Head 
QH�$KI�&CVC���+PPQXCVKQP�

PANELLIST

Salah Sukkarieh 
FTSE FIEEE

Salah 
Sukkarieh is 
a global 
leader in 
robotics and 
autonomous 
U[UVGOU��*KU�

research focuses on intelligent 
robotic platforms for 
unstructured environments, 
with applications in 
agriculture, aerospace, 
environmental monitoring, 
and humanitarian 
GPIKPGGTKPI��*G�KU�C�(GNNQY�QH�
VJG�+'''�CPF�#65'�CPF�JCU�
received multiple national and 
international awards for his 
contributions to robotics 
TGUGCTEJ�CPF�VTCPUNCVKQP��
At the University of Sydney, 
JG�JCU�NGF�NCTIG�UECNG��
KPFWUVT[�HWPFGF�RTQLGEVU��
CWVJQTGF�QXGT�����CECFGOKE�
and industry publications, 
and served as Director of 
4GUGCTEJ�CPF�+PPQXCVKQP�CV�
the Australian Centre for 
(KGNF�4QDQVKEU��*G�YCU�CNUQ�
CEO of Agerris, a company 
translating university research 
KPVQ�ƂGNF�TGCF[�CITKEWNVWTCN�
TQDQVKEU��
His work integrates machine 
learning, autonomy, and 
FKIKVCN�RJ[UKECN�U[UVGOU�VQ�
address societal and industry 
challenges, and he has 
UGEWTGF�QXGT�����OKNNKQP�KP�
collaborative research funding 
across mining, logistics, 
aviation, agriculture, and 
FKUCUVGT�TGURQPUG�UGEVQTU�
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CHAIR

Hugh Durrant-Whyte
)56�)5(QJ�)$$�),(((�
HonFIEAust

Hugh 
&WTTCPV�
Whyte is the 
NSW Chief 
Scientist and 
'PIKPGGT��

Hugh is an Honorary Fellow 
of Engineers Australia 

*QP(+'#WUV���C�(GNNQY�QH�VJG�
+'''�
(+'''���QH�VJG�#WUVTCNKCP�
Academy of Science (FAA), 
of the Royal Academy of 
Engineering (FREng), and of 
the Royal Society of London 

(45��

PANELLIST

Toby Walsh 
FRSN FTSE FAA FACM  
FAAAS FAAAI

Toby Walsh 
is an ARC 
Laureate 
Fellow and 
Scientia 
2TQHGUUQT�QH�
#+�CV�7059�

5[FPG[��*G�KU�VJG�%JKGH�
5EKGPVKUV�QH�7059�#+��
7059oU�ECORWU�YKFG�#+�
+PUVKVWVG��*G�KU�C UVTQPI�
advocate for limits to ensure 
#+�KU�WUGF�VQ�KORTQXG�QWT�
lives, having spoken at the 
UN, and to heads of state, 
parliamentary bodies, 
company boards and many 
QVJGTU�QP�VJKU�VQRKE��6JKU�
advocacy has led to him 
DGKPI�pDCPPGF�KPFGƂPKVGN[q�
HTQO 4WUUKC��*G�KU�C�(GNNQY�QH�
the Australia Academy of 
Science, and was named on 
VJG KPVGTPCVKQPCN�p9JQoU�9JQ�
KP�#+q�NKUV�QH�KPƃWGPEGTU��*G�
JCU�YTKVVGP�ƂXG�DQQMU�QP #+�
for a general audience, the 
OQUV�TGEGPV�KU�p6JG�5JQTVGUV�
*KUVQT[�QH�#+��UKZ�KFGCU�CTG�CNN�
[QW�PGGF�VQ�MPQYq� �

PANELLIST

Pascal Van Hentenryck
FAAAI  

2CUECN�8CP�
Hentenryck 
(###+�KU�VJG�
director of 
the NSF 
#TVKƂEKCN�
+PVGNNKIGPEG�

+PUVKVWVG�HQT�#FXCPEGU�KP�
1RVKOK\CVKQP�
#+�126���VJG�
FKTGEVQT�QH�6GEJ�#+��VJG�
#TVKƂEKCN�+PVGNNKIGPEG�*WD��CPF�
VJG�#��4WUUGNN�%JCPFNGT�+++�
%JCKT�CPF�2TQHGUUQT�KP�
+PFWUVTKCN�CPF�5[UVGOU�
Engineering at the Georgia 
+PUVKVWVG�QH�6GEJPQNQI[�
He was a professor of 
computer science at Brown 
7PKXGTUKV[�HQT�QXGT����[GCTU�
and led the optimisation 
research group at the 
0CVKQPCN�+%6�4GUGCTEJ�
KP�#WUVTCNKC���*KU�EWTTGPV�
TGUGCTEJ�HQEWUGU�QP�#+�HQT�
Engineering with applications 
in energy systems, supply 
chains and manufacturing, 
health care, corporate 
U[UVGOU��CPF�OQDKNKV[���8CP�
Hentenryck is a pioneer of 
constraint programming, 
and he designed several 
innovative optimization 
systems that have been in 
EQOOGTEKCN�WUG�HQT�QXGT����
[GCTU��*G�KU�C�(GNNQY�QH�###+�
CPF�+0(14/5��

PANELLIST

Jie Lu 
AO FIEEE FIFSA FACS

Jie Lu is 
C�YQTNF�
renowned 
scientist in 
VJG�ƂGNF�
QH�EQOR�
utational 

intelligence, primarily known 
for her work in fuzzy transfer 
learning, concept drift, 
recommender systems, and 
FGEKUKQP�UWRRQTV�U[UVGOU��5JG�
KU�CP�+'''�(GNNQY��+(5#�(GNNQY��
Australian Computer Society 
Fellow, Australian Laureate 
(GNNQY�CPF�#WUVTCNKCP�+PFWUVT[�
.CWTGCVG�(GNNQY�
2TQHGUUQT�.W�KU�VJG�&KTGEVQT�
QH�VJG�#WUVTCNKCP�#TVKƂEKCN�
+PVGNNKIGPEG�+PUVKVWVG�
##++��CV�
the University of Technology 
5[FPG[��#WUVTCNKC��5JG�JCU�
published six research 
DQQMU�CPF�QXGT�����
papers in leading journals 
CPF�EQPHGTGPEGU��YQP����
Australian Research Council 

#4%��&KUEQXGT[�2TQLGEVU�CPF�
QXGT����KPFWUVT[�RTQLGEVU�CU�
leading chief investigator; and 
JCU�UWRGTXKUGF�QXGT����2J&�
UVWFGPVU�VQ�EQORNGVKQP��5JG�
UGTXGU�CU�'FKVQT�+P�%JKGH�HQT�
-PQYNGFIG�$CUGF�5[UVGOU��
5JG�KU�VJG�TGEKRKGPV�QH�0GWT+25�
1WVUVCPFKPI�2CRGT�#YCTF��
VYQ�+'''�6TCPUCEVKQPU�QP�
Fuzzy Systems Outstanding 
2CRGT�#YCTFU��#WUVTCNCUKCP�
#+�&KUVKPIWKUJGF�4GUGCTEJ�
Contribution Award, 
#WUVTCNKCP�059�2TGOKGToU�
2TK\G�CPF�VJG�1HƂEGT�QH�VJG�
1TFGT�QH�#WUVTCNKC�
#1���

PANELLIST

Lina Yao 
.KPC�;CQ�KU�C�
Senior 
2TKPEKRCN�
Research 
Scientist and 
Science Lead 
for 

Translational Machine 
.GCTPKPI�CV�%5+41oU�&CVC����
Her research spans machine 
learning, data mining, 
information retrieval, 
recommender systems, and 
natural language processing, 
with a particular focus on 
developing robust ML 
U[UVGOU�CPF�KPVGNNKIGPV�#+�
CIGPVU��5JG�KU�FGGRN[�
interested in explainable and 
RGTUQPCNKUGF�#+��CU�YGNN�CU�
JWOCP�#+�EQQRGTCVKQP��
aiming to create steerable, 
WUGT�EGPVTKE��CPF�KORCEVHWN�
U[UVGOU��2TQHGUUQT�;CQ�KU�CNUQ�
RCUUKQPCVG�CDQWV�CRRN[KPI�#+�
for science and social good, 
NGXGTCIKPI�EWVVKPI�GFIG�
methodologies to tackle 
TGCN�YQTNF�EJCNNGPIGU�CPF�
deliver meaningful societal 
DGPGƂVU�
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CHAIR

Christina Slade 
FRSA FRSN  

Christina 
Slade   
has served 
as a senior 
academic 
CPF�CFOKP�
istrator in 

Australia, Europe, the US  
CPF�/GZKEQ��5JG�YCU�8KEG�
�%JCPEGNNQT�CPF�%JKGH�
Executive of Bath Spa 
University, the Dean of Arts 
and Social Sciences at the 
City University London and 
Macquarie University’s Dean 
QH�*WOCPKVKGU��5JG�YCU�
2TQHGUUQT�QH�/GFKC�6JGQT[�
with the University of Utrecht 
and interim Rector of Charles 
5VWTV�7PKXGTUKV[��2TQHGUUQT�
Slade serves on the UK based 
Board of QS rankings and the 
0CVKQPCN�#TV�5EJQQN�KP�059��
While based in the UK she 
was Chair of University of 
Gibraltar’s Academic Board, 
Trustee and Chair of the Audit 
and Risk Committee of the 
Association of 
Commonwealth Universities, 
Trustee of The Royal High 
School Bath and the Holburne 
Museum, Director and Chair 
of the Education, Heritage 
and Culture Sector Table with 
VJG�+TCS�$TKVCKP�$WUKPGUU�
%QWPEKN��5JG�KU�NKHG�RCVTQP� 
QH�VJG�5QEKGV[�QH�2JKNQUQRJ[�
HQT�VJG�;QWPI�
%JTKUVKPC�JCU�C�2J&�KP�
philosophy of language and 
logic from The Australian 
National University, a Diploma 
of Education from the 
University of New England 
CPF�SWCNKƂECVKQPU�KP�5RCPKUJ��
(TGPEJ�CPF�#TCDKE��5JG�JCU�
led major European Union 
funded research grants, 
worked with policy in 
Westminster and Brussels and 
RWDNKUJGF�YKFGN[�

PROGRAM CHAIR

Sally Cripps
FRSN  

Sally Cripps 
KU�CP�KPVGT�
nationally 
recognised 
scholar and 
leader in 
Bayesian 

Machine Learning (ML) and 
#TVKƂEKCN�+PVGNNKIGPEG�
#+���5JG�
is Director of Technology 
at the Human Technology 
+PUVKVWVG�CPF�C�2TQHGUUQT�QH�
Mathematics and Statistics 
CV�VJG�765��5CNN[�JCU�JGNF�
a number of leadership 
RQUKVKQPU�KP�/.�CPF�#+��5JG�
YCU�EQ�HQWPFGT�CPF�EQ�
director of the University 
of Sydney’s Centre for 
Translation Data Science, she 
was founder and director of 
VJG�#4%�HWPFGF�EGPVTG��&CVC�
Analytics for Resources and 
'PXKTQPOGPVU�
&#4'����/QUV�
recently Sally was Research 
&KTGEVQT�KP�%5+41oU�&CVC�����
Sally’s research focuses on the 
development of new methods 
KP�#+�VQ�CFFTGUU�INQDCN�
EJCNNGPIGU��5JG�JCU�CRRNKGF�
these methods to a diverse 
TCPIG�QH�ƂGNFU�KPENWFKPI�UQEKCN�
disadvantage, mental health, 
CPF�VJG�GPXKTQPOGPV���+P�
recognition of her research 
Sally was awarded an ARC 
Future Fellowship and a 
Rutherford Fellowship at the 
#NCP�6WTKPI�+PUVKVWVG�KP�VJG�
7-�

SECRETARY

Elizabeth Deane 
FRSN 

Elizabeth 
Deane has 
JCF�QXGT����
years’ 
experience 
in the higher 
education 

UGEVQT��*GT�GZRGTKGPEG�URCPU�
roles in teaching, research 
and senior management 
positions including 
Foundation Head of a 
department; Head of School; 
&GCP�QH�(CEWNV[�CPF�2TQ�8KEG�
Chancellor Education and 
5VWFGPVU��'NK\CDGVJ�JQNFU�C�
2J&�HTQO�VJG�7PKXGTUKV[�QH�
Sydney and was until her 
progression into senior 
management, an active, 
funded researcher and 
postgraduate student 
supervisor in the area of 
developmental immunology 
CPF�FKUGCUG��5KPEG�TGVKTKPI�KP�
�����'NK\CDGVJ�JCU�EQPVKPWGF�
her active engagement with 
VJG�UGEVQT��5JG�JCU�
undertaken a number of 
institutional reviews 
addressing such diverse areas 
as students support services; 
IQXGTPCPEG�CPF�+6�RTQXKUKQP�
as well as reviews for new 
applicant higher education 
RTKXCVG�RTQXKFGTU��5JG�
continues to be an 
international reviewer for 
higher education quality 
CUUWTCPEG�CIGPEKGU��'NK\CDGVJ�
is actively engaged in 
supporting higher education 
private providers and is a 
member or chair of a number 
of academic and governance 
boards of existing and 
CURKTKPI�RTQXKFGTU�

WITH GRATITUDE

The Royal Society of NSW 
H[SUHVVHV�LWV�JUDWLWXGH�WR�DOO�
members of the 2025 Forum 
3ODQQLQJ�&RPPLWWHH�

FORUM CHAIR
Emeritus Professor Christina Slade 
FRSN FRSA 
3UHVLGHQW��5R\DO�6RFLHW\�RI�16:

FORUM PROGRAM CHAIR
Professor Sally Cripps
FRSN

FORUM SECRETARY
'U�(OL]DEHWK�'HDQH�)561

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

(PHULWXV�3URIHVVRU�/LQGVD\�%RWWHQ
FRSN FOSA FAIP FAustMS�
9LFH�3UHVLGHQW��5R\DO�6RFLHW\�RI�
16:

Mr Vince Di Pietro AM CSC FRSN

Emeritus Professor Graham Town
FRSN SMIEE HonFIEAust

THE HOPE AND THE HYPE



COMMITTEE MEMBER

/LQGVD\�%RWWHQ�
FRSN FOSA FAIP FAustMS   

Lindsay 
Botten an 
Emeritus 
2TQHGUUQT�CV�
the 
Australian 
National 

University (ANU) and the 
University of Technology 
Sydney (UTS), and presently 
serves on the Council of the 
Royal Society of NSW 
(RSNS\V) and as its 
9GDOCUVGT��*G�YCU�VJG�
foundation Director of 
National Computational 
+PHTCUVTWEVWTG�
0%+��CV�#07�

����������YJGTG�JG�NGF�VJG�
development of the 
Australia’s highest 
performance and most highly 
integrated research 
supercomputing and data 
UGTXKEG��RQUKVKQPKPI�0%+�CV�VJG�
vanguard of international 
CFXCPEGF�EQORWVKPI��
2TGXKQWUN[��JG�YCU�2TQHGUUQT�
of Applied Mathematics at 
UTS, where he established a 
reputation as an international 
authority in theoretical optics 
and photonics and led the 
computational modelling 
team of the ARC Centre 
QH�'ZEGNNGPEG��%7&15��*G�
is active as a consultant 
KP�JKIJ�RGTHQTOCPEG�
computing nationally, and 
in RSNSW where he leads 
the development of its 
information technology, 
CWFKQ�XKUWCN��CPF�UQEKCN�
OGFKC�OQFGTPKUCVKQP��*G�
is a Fellow of the Optical 

Society of America, the 
#WUVTCNKCP�+PUVKVWVG�QH�2J[UKEU��
the Australian Mathematical 
Society, and the Royal Society 
QH�059��
.KPFUC[�JCU�DGGP�8KEG�
2TGUKFGPV�QH�VJG�4Q[CN�5QEKGV[�
of New South Wales since 
�����

COMMITTEE MEMBER

Vince Di Pietro 
AM CSC FRSN 

Vince Di 
2KGVTQ�KU�CP�
KPFG�
pendent 
EQPUWNVCPV��
Vince draws 
QP����[GCTU�

of service in the Royal 
Australian Navy specialising in 
CXKCVKQP��ƃKIJV�VTCKPKPI��
military education, 
international diplomacy, risk 
OCPCIGOGPV��EGTVKƂECVKQP��
CPF�UCHGV[��+P�CFFKVKQP�VQ�
Command appointments, 
Vince served twice as a 
Director General, as a Naval 
Attache to the United States, 
and as Commander of the 
(NGGV�#KT�#TO��1P�JKU�
retirement, Vince was 
appointed Chief Executive of 
Lockheed Martin Australia 
and New Zealand until retiring 
KP�������&WTKPI�CPF�CHVGT�VJG�
%WTTQYCP�$WUJƂTG��8KPEG�YCU�
the Local Recovery 
Coordinator for the 
Shoalhaven City Council 
overseeing the recovery 
coordination of the damage 
UWUVCKPGF�D[�����QH�VJG�
5JQCNJCXGPoU������USWCTG�
MKNQOGVGTU��*CXKPI�NGCTPGF�

OWEJ�FWTKPI�VJG�ƂTG�
emergency, Vince designed, 
coordinated, and 
implemented the Recovery 
KPVQ�4GUKNKGPEG�2TQLGEV�KP�VJG�
5JQCNJCXGP��6JG�2TQLGEV�YCU�
delivered on time and budget 
KP�1EVQDGT������CPF�KU�PQY�
HWNN[�QRGTCVKQPCN�CV����
%QOOWPKV[�+PHQTOCVKQP�*WDU�
powered by solar and battery 
and connected via satellite 
KPVGTPGV�

COMMITTEE MEMBER

Graham Town 
)561�&3(QJ�60,((�+RQ),($XVW��

Graham 
Town is an 
electrical 
engineer 
YKVJ���[GCTU�
experience 
in the 

Australian electronics industry 

#9#�2V[��.VF����CPF�C�
distinguished track record of 
QXGT����[GCTU�EQPVTKDWVKPI�VQ�
Australian engineering 
GFWECVKQP�CPF�TGUGCTEJ��*KU�
primary professional 
achievements were 
establishment of Macquarie 
University’s Bachelor of 
Engineering program, 
KPƃWGPVKCN�EQPVTKDWVKQPU�VQ�
engineering education in 
Australia, and leadership of 
many competitively funded 
and industry sponsored 
research projects across 
diverse areas, including 
biomedical engineering, 
IWKFGF�YCXG�QRVKEU�CPF�
photonics, engineering 
GFWECVKQP��YCUVG�VQ�GPGTI[�
conversion, power 

electronics, and transport 
GNGEVTKƂECVKQP���
Graham is an Emeritus 
2TQHGUUQT�CV�/CESWCTKG�
University, a Chartered 
2TQHGUUKQPCN�'PIKPGGT�
(Telecommunications, 
Electrical, Leadership), a 
5GPKQT�/GODGT�QH�VJG�+'''��
an Honorary Fellow of the 
+PUVKVWVKQP�QH�'PIKPGGTU�
Australia, and a Fellow of the 
4Q[CN�5QEKGV[�QH�059����
Graham has been a RSNSW 
Council Member and 
Assistant Webmaster  
UKPEG�������
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The Forum is held under the auspices of Her Excellency the Honourable Margaret 
Beazley AC KC, Governor of New South Wales. The Royal Society of New South Wales 
DFNQRZOHGJHV�WKH�JHQHURXV�VXSSRUW�RI�+HU�([FHOOHQF\�DQG�WKH�2IƓFH�RI�WKH�16:� 
Chief Scientist and Engineer.
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